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SUCCESS STORIES AGAINST ALL ODDS

A'WINNING COMBINATION

It has been & tough year for busi-
s worldwide, bt despite all the
adversity seme companies man-
aged to shine, Canada’s 50 Besi
Mamaged Comparies ks a1 annos)
naticonal swards program that ree-
ofmnized M0 companies thai hee
implemented world-claes et
business practiees in s range of in-
disstries, melnding technolng, re-
tail, manuiheharing and serrices.

The pragram was established in
1953 1o pay tribule fo compankes
that achieved ren T
despite the harsh sronomic oondi-
tions of the early '00s. Today, the
aman belps com it new
bislniess, seciine ing nEtract
Lo ealisnt and nernase mormle,

T quaakifly, firms must have rev-
onues between §10-million and
§2-billion; demonstrate strong
growth in the past three years; be
miore than S0% owned and dose-
by held by Canadians; and, if pob-
lie, have less than 50% of their
shiares iraded. To find out about
the program to wwwcanadss
Sidbest. com.

Thee neatienal sponscrs — Debatie
& Touctue, CHBC, Oueen's School of
Business and Mattonal Poot = con-
gratitiate the winmers. These con-
panaes passed an extencive nter-
'Il;'ll:f* proes and were evaluated

i T i.mkp-:lpm,ju..ﬁ:m' ]
[see below), The winners m
honoured at a gala event on Jan,
27, 2008,

Profidea om this years winners ap-
m.lr in alphabetica] order on the

lnwing pages.
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Armdinm Seaplants’ president Jean-Panl Devean, left, learnd the busi-

nitas fram his facher, Lowis.
Seaweed firm swimming
SUCCESS OVErseas

Acadian L.
Location Dartmmouth, M5,

Slze 300 employess plus 300
ssonal feherman-harvesters
Sector Seswoed-hused products
Market [nterativnal

In the past yvear, Acadian Sea-
plants has done mwore than keep
its hend above water. Sales al the

seawees] -products maker rose o
§19-millban this year, up nearly
20% fram a year ago, and almos
double sales five vears ago.

Acadian Seaplants” employess
gather seaweed from comstal
walers anid eight hectares of
peaweed farmd. snd comvert it
into extracts used in the food,
bio-chemdeal and agri-chemical
stlors.

“SBeawesds are & wonderful
matural resource,’ says Louis
Devean, the company's chair-

man and founder, “They contain
numervns properties that make
them jd.:ui‘ ingredients for a
wikde range of applications.”

Extract sles are mainky o fer-
tilizer and amimal feed manu-
{acturers, But Acwdiam also cul-
tivates a product wsed in salads,
which is a big hit in Asia, partic-
ularly Japam.

After an extensive career man-
aging similar operations for &
U.5. company, FMC-Marine
Collzids, Mr. Devean s=t up his
owi business oo decades ¥
His formier employer was
first cuslomer,

M. Drviai boedieves the
ny's nm"m is pri.mn.ril¥ due to
its agg we pursail of export
gales, whicgh represent abouit
55% of produection. Acadian sells
itz produets in more than 0
Couniries,

Research and development
played a role, too. Foar example,
Acadian has besn refining an
extract used in specialty fertiliz-
& lo grow table grapes of con-
sistent sizo and colour,

Mr. Devean's son, Jean-Paul,
has taken over the rode of proai-
dent, while Mr. Devedu senior
remaing ehairman.

“We don't try de to anything
spectacular here,” he says. “We
jaat wanl o continue o intra=
duee new products and grow
slowly and steadily.” Peter Diek-
R
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Canada’s 50 Best national sponsors
congratulate the 2002 recipients
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